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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT
A.5879 (Cahill) / S:3101 (Stachowski)

TheNew York State Society of Opticianssupportsthishill, which authori zes ophthalmol ogi sts, optometristsand
ophtha mic dispenserstojointogether toform limited liability entities Thishill would removean artificid impediment to
joint ownership and permit thosewho would chooseto providether professiona servicesinacollaboratively owned
and operated practiceto do so, consistent with the twenty-six other stateswhich permitstheformation of collaborative
professiona practices.

If enacted, thishill would authorize physi cians, optometristsand ophthal mic dispenserstojoin together toform
professional servicecorporations, limited liability companiesand registered limited liability partnerships.

Itiswell established that the current law isunreasonably restrictive and servesno legitimate public purpose. Thereis
smply no evidencewhich suggeststhat jointly owned practicesareany lesscommitted to the best interests of their
patientsthan single profession owned practices or existing multi-dimensiona practices.

Significantly, thisbill doesnot require profess onal sto form multi-disciplinary practicesprofessiona corporationsor
limited ligbility companiesor partnerships. Instead, asaresult of thisbillsenactment, membersof certain medical
professionswill be afforded the optionto form professiona corporationsand derivative entitiesasset forth herein.

Theenactment of thislegidation would strengthen the partnership of eye care providersand enhancetheir ability to
better servetheir patientsand approvetheir quality of care. Thissensibleapproach to addressing quality of carewhile
authorizing the establishment of multi-disciplinary eye carefacilities should be adopted by the State.

Thishbill would make New York law consi stent with the practicesin virtually al of New York’sneighboring States,
including New Jersey, M assachusetts, Pennsylvania, Connecticut and New Hampshire. In order for New York toretain
itsleadership rolein theareas of medical professions, such professionals must be provided with the option to form
practicesthat may be best suited to meeting the needs of their patients.

Itisfor thesereasonsthat the New York State Society of Opticians supportsthe passage of thislegidation.
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